
(Amended) Apparatus for processing a plurality of postal 
datX elements, a first one of the plurality of postal data 
elements being a function of at least a second one of the 
plurality of postal data elements, the apparatus comprising: 

a processor for arranging the plurality of postal data 
elemenus in an order where the second postal data element 
precedesVhe first postal data element; 



an output foiS, providing a representation— -representing the 
' plurality of \postal data elements in the arranged order; 
and 

a printer for printing said representation upon a medium » 



$\}$ d~J 7. \(Amended) Apparatus for processing a plurality of postal 
/ ^)^ / dh^a elements, the apparatus comprising: 



a processor for arranging the plurality of postal data 
elements in an order such that each postal data element 
preceding a second postal data element is independent of 
the seconck postal data element; 

an output for\ providing a representation representing the 
plurality of ppstal data elements in the arranged order; 
and 



a printer for printing; said representation upon a medium* 
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"TsT: (Amended) Apparatus for conducting a postage franking 

transaction to generate a representation representing data, the 
apparatus comprising: 

a processor for identifying a first subset of the data which 
is unaffected by the postage franking transaction and a 
second Subset of the data which is subject to change during 
the postatae franking transaction; 



an output for\ providing a representation representing the 
first subset \f the data and the second subset of the data, 
the representation being partitioned into a first part and 
a second part th&feof, the first subset of the data and the 
second subset of fcjie data being represented by the first 
part and the second p?rt, respectively; and 



a printer for printing saicj representation upon a medium. 



5«6c47 20. (Amended) Apparatus for conducting postage franking 
transaction, the apparatus comprising: 

a processor for processing a plurality of data elements; 

an output for\generating at least a first symbol and a second 
symbol representing the data elements, at least part of the 
first symbol \representing a first subset of the data 
elements which \is unaffected by the postage franking 
transaction, and \ at least part of the second symbol 
representing a second subset of the data elements which is 
subject to change during the postage franking transaction; 
and \ 



a printser for printing said symbols upon a medium. 




SDBC£7 26. \ (Amended) Apparatus for generating a postage indicium based 
on atV least first data, the first data being a function of 
second clata, the apparatus comprising: 

a processor for determining at least one candidate for the 
first oata based on a predicted version of the second data; 

a comparator: for comparing an actual version of the second 
data with the predicted version thereof; 



an output for generating the postage indicium based on the 
candidate for \the first data when the actual version 
matches the predicted version; and 



a printer for printingNsaid indicium upon a medium. 




34. \ (Amended) Apparatus for creating a postage indicium 
repres\nting a plurality of data elements, and at least one code 
for autHeticating selected ones of the data elements, the 
apparatus Spmpnsing : 

an interfac^ for receiving a request for creating the postage 
indicium; 



a processor for performing computations to generate the code, 
selected ones of\the computations being performed before 
the request is received, the code being generated based on 
results of the selected computations after the request is 
received; and 



